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HOW  TO READ THIS BOOK

Storyteller Yellow box — narrate in the storyteller’s voice

Name White bubble — speak as that character

Pictures carry the story. Use the boxes when reading aloud.
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STORYTELLER

Once upon a time, in a land named Ile-Ifẹ, came a hunter.

OGUNFUNMINIRE

Ah — the god of iron has given me
success!
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STORYTELLER

He hunted a great forest — the place that would one day be called Iṣẹri.
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STORYTELLER

Others followed him into the forest. Homes rose. A people gathered.
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STORYTELLER

And the people chose him as their head.

ELDER

We name you Ọlọfin-Awogun-
joye.

OGUNFUNMINIRE

Then this town shall stand!
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STORYTELLER

Years rolled by — children, then grandchildren, then great-grandchildren. The hunter
grew old.

OGUNFUNMINIRE

I cannot lift the gun anymore…
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STORYTELLER

So he devised a plan.

OGUNFUNMINIRE

Agbo charms. This pot — man to
beast. That pot — beast to man.
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STORYTELLER

Whenever he hunted, he dipped his head…

FSSSHHFSSSHHFSSSHH
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STORYTELLER

…and crept into the bush as a boa-constrictor.
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STORYTELLER

After the hunt, he came home.

OGUNFUNMINIRE

Back into the second pot — and
look! I stand as a man again!
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STORYTELLER

But the children of the house grew afraid.

FIRST  SON

I cannot bear it any longer.
SISTER

Nor I.
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FIRST  SON

Overturn both pots — before he
returns as a boa.

BROTHER

Agreed.
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STORYTELLER

Both pots were overturned.

CRASH!CRASH!CRASH!
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STORYTELLER

He crept home… and found nothing.
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STORYTELLER

For days he went up and down the yard. He had no way to become a man again.
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STORYTELLER

He crept back to the bush. And since then, no one has ever seen him.
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ELDER

Ọmọ-Agbo d' Ere ni 'le Iṣẹri.

STORYTELLER

That means: the child of one who lived long and turned into a boa in the town of Iṣẹri.
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The people in this story

Ogunfunminire — young Ogunfunminire — old His children
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Words from the story
Ogunfunminire
“The god of iron has given me success.”

Iṣẹri
The town he founded on the river Ogun.

Agbo
Charms kept in pots — one to become a beast, one to become a
man again.

Ọlọfin-Awogun-joye
The title the people gave him.

Ọmọ-Agbo d’ Ere ni ’le Iṣẹri
The child of one who lived long and turned into a boa-constrictor
in Iṣẹri.
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About this story
This is the opening myth in John B. Losi’s History of Lagos

(1914): how the hunter of Iṣẹri lived, how he hunted as a boa,

and why the old people still remember his name.

Pictures carry the story. When you read aloud: yellow

Storyteller boxes are narration; white bubbles with a name

are that character speaking.
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For parents & teachers
Tone: mythic and a little sad — not a horror story. The

“smash” is overturned pots, not harm to people.

Source: Losi’s Early Lagosians chapter. Adapted for young

readers by SHITTA-BEY.com.

History of Lagos: Comics · Book 001
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TH E  S E R I E S

History of Lagos: Comics
Big pictures from the old chronicle. Stories children can follow

with their eyes — and grow into with words.

1. 001 — Ogunfunminire and the Agbo Charms

2. 002 — Aromirẹ and the Pepper Palace

3. 003 — Aina and the Fishing Stakes

4. 004 — Ajaye and the Headless Walk

5. 005 — Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith’s Abyss

6. 006 — Aṣipa and the Body for Benin

7. 007 — Ado and the Meeting Hall (next)

SPECIM
EN

NOT FOR SALE

SPECIMEN · SHITTA-BEY.com · Not for resale



S H ITTA-B EY.C O M
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STORYTELLER

And so the story stays — for the children of
the lagoon.
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LOCKED

Aromire and the Pepper Palace

This story is locked in the free specimen.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Aromire and the Pepper Palace

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Aromire and the Pepper Palace

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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Continued — unlock in the full edition.
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Continued — unlock in the full edition.
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Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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Aromire and the Pepper Palace

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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Aromire and the Pepper Palace

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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Continued — unlock in the full edition.
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LOCKED

Aina and the Fishing Stakes

This story is locked in the free specimen.

Available in the full edition
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This story is locked in the free specimen.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

This story is locked in the free specimen.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com

109

SPECIM
EN

NOT FOR SALE

SPECIMEN · SHITTA-BEY.com · Not for resale



LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Ogunjasa and the Blacksmith's Abyss

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

This story is locked in the free specimen.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com

139

SPECIM
EN

NOT FOR SALE

SPECIMEN · SHITTA-BEY.com · Not for resale



LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition

www.shitta-bey.com

153

SPECIM
EN

NOT FOR SALE

SPECIMEN · SHITTA-BEY.com · Not for resale



LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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LOCKED

Asipa and the Body for Benin

Continued — unlock in the full edition.

Available in the full edition
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